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Volunteers change lives

SPOTLIGHTS o

Winter 2026

Here are a few volunteering opportunities currently available in the North Down & Ards area.
For a full selection of opportunities, have a look at the Opportunity Search on volunteernow.co.uk
If you need any assistance finding or registering for an opportunity, let us know and we can help!

Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann - Belfast 2026

'n'l]lllHIEEII Volunteer Now are delighted to be managing the volunteer team for Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann in
Belfast in August (2nd-9th). We are hoping to recruit a team of 1500 volunteers who will form the
very heartbeat of this event. The volunteers will showcase the best of Belfast and bring a warm
welcome to up to 1 million visitors! Without volunteers, the event simply couldn’t happen.

While this event isn’t happening until August, we wanted to start spreading the word as early as
possible across Northern Ireland. Register now at https://tinyurl.com/2féw7nv9

If it would be of benefit, our Events Team can come and speak to groups/individuals about what
volunteering at this event would look like - contact them on events@volunteernow.co.uk

COMMUNITY FOOD HUB VOLUNTEER - The Warehouse (Newtownards)

Volunteers can take part in multiple roles within the building from the kitchen, helping in the
Community Food Hub or with drop ins while also joining learning opportunities or receiving tailored
support to take their next step in life or work. Training is woven gently into the daily rhythm - so
learning never feels like a test, but a shared experience. Whether you’re 17 or 70, this role offers
practical learning, mentoring, and a path to upskilling. https://tinyurl.com/bhtxh4dw

LINK FRIEND BEFRIENDER - Ards & North Down Linking Lives

Are you passionate about making a difference in someone’s life? Do you have a heart for
e connection and a few hours to spare each week? We are looking for compassionate volunteers to
/ / join us as Link Friends - offering friendship and support to older people who may be feeling
Nl isolated or lonely. You will build a meaningful one-to-one friendship with a local older person, visit
unkineives  them regularly or connect by phone for a friendly chat, offer companionship, encouragement and a
listening ear and help reduce loneliness and promote wellbeing in your community. No experience
needed. https://tinyurl.com/bdehawsd

BOCCIA SPORTS ASSISTANTS - Disability Sport NI

Disability Sport NI are the development agency for the sport of Boccia in Northern Ireland. Boccia is
D‘ Paralympic sport designed specifically for athletes with a disability affecting locomotor function.
e 4 Disability Sport NI are looking to recruit and train a bank of sports assistants who may be assigned
bilit to individual athletes or available for athletes to call upon if their usual assistant is unavailable.
Other support and training will be available to sports assistants, including, expenses and coaching/
officiating qualifications. Ideally, volunteers should have the following traits:
https://tinyurl.com/46ww3znb

Follow us on Facebook:

For more information about volunteering in the North Down & Ards

area contact our Volunteering Support Officers: Northern Ireland
e Jamie Greer: Jamie.greer@volunteernow.co.uk / 07850 851823 Executive
o Aislinn Byrne: aislinn.byrne@volunteernow.co.uk / 07850 851830 S cutve trough the

Department for Communities

e Or contact our Head Office: 028 9023 2020 / info@volunteernow.co.uk
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Latest Volunteering Opportunities Winter 2026

For a full selection of volunteering opportuities, use the Opportunity Search on volunteernow.co.uk
Need a hand? Use the Contact forms on our website or email info@volunteernow.co.uk

CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS - The Conservation Volunteers NI

Hi we're The Conservation Volunteers (TCV), and we connect people together to protect and restore
nature. Since 1959, we have been a charity creating opportunities for people to create, improve and care
for nature in the green spaces around them across the UK. Our variety of projects cover a bit of everything
involving nature. Join us during a session to peruse the gardens, enjoy the bird song and meet like-
minded folk. You can roll up your sleeves or simply come for the tea and biscuits.
https://tinyurl.com/4yjb3snz

SAFE & WELL VOLUNTEER HOME VISITS BEFRIENDER - SEHSCT (Bangor) Volunteer
commonines Befrienders help complement the delivery of services within the South Eastern Trust and enhance
: patient /client care and quality of life by reducing social isolation and loneliness. The role offers an
opportunity to build friendships with older people, to help them improve their quality of life, a chance to
contribute invaluably to their local community and increase their own circle of friends.
https://tinyurl.com/2mvrx6énv
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MEETER & GREETER - South Eastern Health & Social Care Trust (Dundonald)
. The Meeter & Greeter is quite often the first person that the patients/clients meet when they arrive at
SM,_,‘V the Ulster Hospital, Dundonald. These Volunteers are able to provide directions in a clear and calm
. way to help them reach their destination. Volunteers will be provided with induction training to ensure
they have a clear understanding of the role they will deliver within the department/facility. All duties
will be carried out under the supervision of staff. https://tinyurl.com/3sdb5cvt

~ VOLUNTEER GARDENER - Praxis Care (Bangor)
Praxis© A registered Charity, Praxis Care was created in 1981 to support people with mental health issues at
Care risk of exclusion in their community, by providing Accommodation and Befriending Services. Conlig
i Day Services has its own garden nursery where attendees grow and sell flowers and plants to the
general public. The Gardening volunteer will Interact with the public, create hanging baskets, window
boxes, planting, weeding and digging. Opening hours 9.30am to around 3.00pm (Monday - Friday) The

role is flexible across the opening hours  https://tinyurl.com/3hxnzkah

SHOP VOLUNTEER - NeuroDiversity UK (Newtownards)

At NeuroDiversity UK we are proud to deliver services to those who need them. Our shop on Castle
Street helps fund our work and we couldn't deliver without our dedicated team of volunteers. We are
8 currently looking to expand our number of volunteers in the shop. You will be the public face to our
customers, offering them a helpful smile and assisting them with purchases. Age- 16 plus, full
supervision, induction and training provided. https://tinyurl.com/5e7nwjaw

VOLUNTEER DRIVER - Volunteer Now (Ards & North Down)

VOLUNTEER This service is funded by the South Eastern Health & Social Care Trust and is provided primarily for
children and young people through their Family and Childcare Department. As a volunteer driver, you
will drive service users to and from school, contact visits and health & wellbeing appointments. Drives
usually take place Mon - Fri. but there is an occasional need for evening and weekend drives.
Volunteers are reimbursed mileage expenses. https://tinyurl.com/496nkf2x

Follow us on Facebook:

Volunteer Now, Skainos Centre, 239 Newtownards Road, Belfast BT4 1AF

Tel: 028 9023 2020 Northern Ireland
Email: info@volunteernow.co.uk Efmﬁwk
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9.00am - 4.30pm Supported by the Northern

Ireland Executive through the
Department for Communities

Registered office: Skainos Centre, 239 Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 1AF Company Limited by Guarantee No. N1602399
Charity Registration No. NIC101309 This information is only relevant at the time of publication ©volunteernow2025
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